January 26, 2014

FIRST CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
WELCOME to First Christian Assembly, an independent church whose mission is articulated by Jesus in
Mark 16:15 when he said “…Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature”. Following
this great commission, First Christian Assembly preaches and teaches the gospel of Jesus Christ. In so doing,
we trust that God, working through His Holy
Spirit will draw souls to salvation in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

Ministry Highlights

Announcements:

Filled with the Holy Spirit
An important verse in understanding the filling of the Holy
Spirit is John 14:16, where Jesus promised that the Holy
Spirit would indwell believers and that the indwelling would
be permanent. It is important to distinguish the indwelling
from the filling of the Spirit. The permanent indwelling of the
Spirit is not for a select few believers, but for all believers.
There are a number of references in Scripture that support this
conclusion. First, the Holy Spirit is a gift given to all
believers in Jesus without exception, and no conditions are
placed upon this gift except faith in Christ (John 7:37-39).
Second, the Holy Spirit is given at the moment of salvation
(Ephesians 1:13). Third, the Holy Spirit indwells believers
permanently. The Holy Spirit is given to believers as a down
payment, or verification of their future glorification in Christ
(2 Corinthians 1:22; Ephesians 4:30).
This is in contrast to the filling of the Spirit referred to in
Ephesians 5:18. We should be so completely yielded to the
Holy Spirit that He can possess us fully and, in that sense, fill
us. Romans 8:9 and Ephesians 1:13-14 states that He dwells
within every believer, but He can be grieved (Ephesians
4:30), and His activity within us can be quenched (1
Thessalonians 5:19). When we allow this to happen, we do
not experience the fullness of the Spirit's working and His
power in and through us. To be filled with the Spirit implies
freedom for Him to occupy every part of our lives, guiding
and controlling us. Then His power can be exerted through us
so that what we do is fruitful to God.
Those who are filled and walk in the Spirit will show forth
daily, moment-by-moment holiness. This is brought about by
consciously choosing by faith to rely on the Holy Spirit to
guide in thought, word, and deed (Romans 6:11-14). Failure
to rely on the Holy Spirit's guidance will result in a believer
not living up to the calling and standing that salvation
provides (John 3:3; Ephesians 4:1; Philippians 1:27).

 The church’s new website:
www.fcaphila.org also visit us on
Facebook. You can look on the website
for notices of cancelled services due to
inclement weather.

Missionaries
Phyllis & Donna
Greetings all you fans of Nancy!
5:30AM: We had some sweet time of prayer, and
recalling Isa being able to calm the sea, and even let
Peter walk on water in the storm! Then Nancy was
wheeled into the OR suites about 9:30, a bit tearful,
but trying to be brave. THEN we waited and waited
and waited ... until we heard about 6:30PM that she
was safely in the recovery room! We saw the docs
later, who reassured us that the replacement of her
aortic and mitral valves was uneventful and
successful! Alleluia!
The OR nurse handed me the boxes the valves came
in with their registration papers... it felt like receiving
the warranty papers on our car's new spare parts!
Hehehe!
As we sit out here outside of the recovery room,
spending the night being "watchers" with no-one to
watch -- :-) -- I'm reminded of His seal of our
salvation through the Spirit:
"And you also were included in Christ when you
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.
Having believed, you were marked in him with a
seal, the promised Holy Spirit," Ephesians 1:13,
NIV. ... a much more sure guarantee that we have,
that Nancy, Simon, and Agatha have, than any
written warranty, even on an expertly-made and
freely given heart valve!
Rejoice with us... we will write more when we see
Nancy in the morning! loved and marked with a seal,
Phyllis, Donna, and gang...
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The Philadelphia Access Center is a ministry of First Christian Assembly. Our mission is revealing Christ through
compassionate service. Services available at PAC include social services information and referrals, biblical counseling, support
groups, volunteer training, and community outreach. All services are free of charge and available to anyone. To learn more, visit
us in person (across the street from FCA) or online at www.philaccess.org or www.facebook.com/philaccess.

Weekly services /meetings
Sunday

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

FCA
9:45 AM Bible Study
11:00 AM Worship Service & Children’s
Sunday School

7:00 PM Stepping Stones
6:30 PM Prayer (Sanctuary)
7:00 PM Worship (Sanctuary)
6:30 PM Men’s Fraternity (on hiatus)

Thursday
Friday






PAC

1:00 PM Women at the Well
1:00 PM Coram Deo
6:00 PM Prayer Service
7:00 PM Bible Study
7:00 PM Right Path

Coram Deo: A men’s Bible study and Christian fellowship.
Right Path: A Christ centered support and recovery group for people whose lives have been affected by drug and
alcohol addiction. In a warm and friendly atmosphere, we provide loving support and fellowship; in genuine
confidential sharing, coupled with a Biblical twelve step model of recovery.
Stepping Stones: A Christ centered support group for men and women impacted by a loved one’s addiction. In a
warm and friendly atmosphere, we provide loving support, fellowship, confidential sharing, and intercessory prayer.
Women at the Well: This group is Biblically based and promotes hope, healing, and fellowship for women impacted
and struggling with brokenness.

“I firmly believe that the moment our hearts are emptied of selfishness and ambition and self-seeking and
everything that is contrary to God's law, the Holy Spirit will come and fill every corner of our hearts; but if
we are full of pride and conceit, ambition and self-seeking, pleasure and the world, there is no room for the
Spirit of God. I also believe that many a man is praying to God to fill him, when he is full already with
something else. Before we pray that God would fill us, I believe we ought to pray that He would empty us.
There must be a n emptying before there can be a filling; and when the heart is turned upside down, and
everything that is contrary to God is turned out, then the Spirit will come...” ― D.L. Moody, American
evangelist and publisher

PRAYER REQUESTS
 Ministries (present and future) at First Christian Assembly and the
Philadelphia Access Center
 Christians around the world being persecuted for their faith.
 Our supported missionaries
 For our Pastor and his family.

