February 2, 2014

FIRST CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
WELCOME to First Christian Assembly, an independent church whose mission is articulated by Jesus in
Mark 16:15 when he said “…Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature”. Following
this great commission, First Christian Assembly preaches and teaches the gospel of Jesus Christ. In so doing,
we trust that God, working through His Holy
Spirit will draw souls to salvation in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

pentecost

Idols in the Life of the Believer
From January, 2014 edition of In Touch Magazine

“And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my
Spirit on all flesh.” Joel 2:28

Scripture reading: Exodus 20:1-6

Has this Scripture been fulfilled? A New Testament reference to
this verse provides help in understanding this statement. In Acts
2:15-17 Peter is preaching on the Day of Pentecost: “For these
people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third
hour of the day. But this is what was uttered through the
prophet Joel: ‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh.’”

Have you noticed that in recent history, the word
“idol” has been completely disassociated from the
word “idolatry”? In church circles, we recoil at
the mention of idolatry, as it brings to mind
images of golden calves and other things once
worshiped by heathens. We know these things are
wrong, because our worship should be directed to
God alone. But do we feel the same about
“idols”?

In this sermon, Peter connects Joel’s prophecy with the Holy
Spirit’s coming and the commencement of the church. Not every
detail of Joel’s prophecy is yet fulfilled, but the “pouring out of
the Spirit” began on the Day of Pentecost. This event marked a
notable difference in the Spirit’s role from Old Testament times.
The Spirit had previously only empowered certain individuals
and sometimes only for a particular period of time. On the Day
of Pentecost, the 120 followers of Jesus in the Upper Room not
only experienced the Holy Spirit’s power but His abiding
presence (cf. John 14:16). Later Peter preached and three
thousand people believed and were baptized that day. These
converts all received the Holy Spirit into their lives that same
day (Acts 2:38).
One of the surprising outcomes of Joel’s prophecy was that even
non-Jews were filled with the Spirit. In Acts 10:45 we read,
“The believers from among the circumcised . . . were amazed,
because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the
Gentiles.” God was lavishing His Spirit on everyone who
believed in Jesus, regardless of their culture, nationality, or
ethnicity. “All people,” as Joel had said, were offered this gift.
In the future, the Holy Spirit will play an active role in end-time
events, bringing to pass the other aspects of Joel’s prophecies in
Joel chapters 2 and 3. However, the initial fulfillment of this
prophecy has already begun, as noted by the apostle Peter,
allowing all who follow Christ today to experience the blessing
of the Holy Spirit living within them and empowering them for
Christian service.

Today’s culture enjoys its own idols. We have
music stars, beauty queens, pop-culture icons, and
sports heroes all fighting for our interest. And, in
return for their hard work, we give them just what
they want: our focus and attention.
We sit for hours in front of the TV, follow fashion
trends of top celebrities, and read, watch, or listen
to anything that features our favorite public
figures. The 1950s gave our society a term that has
since characterized our culture-driven mindset: the
“teen idol.”
We must be reminded what an idol is. It’s not
simply some image of a false god to whom we
bow down in worship. Instead, an idol is anything
that we value more than the Lord. This could be
movie stars, prized possessions, or even our loved
ones.
The nature of idolatry is distraction. When
something pulls our eyes away from God, we
begin to spiral out of control. Bring your
distractions to the Lord, asking forgiveness for the
times you’ve allowed other people or things to
take precedence in your life. Pray for the wisdom
to enjoy His blessings without being blinded by
temptations that pull you from communion with
Him.
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The Philadelphia Access Center is a ministry of First Christian Assembly. Our mission is revealing Christ through
compassionate service. Services available at PAC include social services information and referrals, biblical counseling, support
groups, volunteer training, and community outreach. All services are free of charge and available to anyone. To learn more, visit
us in person (across the street from FCA) or online at www.philaccess.org or www.facebook.com/philaccess.

Weekly services /meetings
Sunday

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

FCA
9:45 AM Bible Study
11:00 AM Worship Service & Children’s
Sunday School

7:00 PM Stepping Stones
6:30 PM Prayer (Sanctuary)
7:00 PM Worship (Sanctuary)
6:30 PM Men’s Fraternity (on hiatus)

Thursday
Friday






PAC

1:00 PM Women at the Well
1:00 PM Coram Deo
6:00 PM Prayer Service
7:00 PM Bible Study
7:00 PM Right Path

Coram Deo: A men’s Bible study and Christian fellowship.
Right Path: A Christ centered support and recovery group for people whose lives have been affected by drug and
alcohol addiction. In a warm and friendly atmosphere, we provide loving support and fellowship; in genuine
confidential sharing, coupled with a Biblical twelve step model of recovery.
Stepping Stones: A Christ centered support group for men and women impacted by a loved one’s addiction. In a
warm and friendly atmosphere, we provide loving support, fellowship, confidential sharing, and intercessory prayer.
Women at the Well: This group is Biblically based and promotes hope, healing, and fellowship for women impacted
and struggling with brokenness.

"Whatever a man wants badly and persistently enough will determine the man's character."
~ A.W. Tozer, American pastor/author

PRAYER REQUESTS
 Ministries (present and future) at First Christian Assembly and the
Philadelphia Access Center
 Christians around the world being persecuted for their faith.
 Our supported missionaries
 For our Pastor and his family.

