February 9, 2014

FIRST CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
WELCOME to First Christian Assembly, an independent church whose mission is articulated by Jesus in
Mark 16:15 when he said “…Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature”. Following
this great commission, First Christian Assembly preaches and teaches the gospel of Jesus Christ. In so doing,
we trust that God, working through
His Holy Spirit will draw souls to
salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Ministry Highlights

What’s my gift
But covet earnestly the best gifts:
………1Corinthians 12:31a
There is no magic formula or definitive test that can
tell us exactly what our spiritual gifts are. The Holy
Spirit distributes the gifts as He determines (1
Corinthians 12:7-11). A common problem for
Christians is the temptation to get so caught up in our
spiritual gift that we only seek to serve God in the area
in which we feel we have been gifted. That is not how
the spiritual gifts work. God calls us to obediently
serve Him in all things. He will equip us with
whatever gift or gifts we need to accomplish the task
He has called us to.
Identifying our spiritual giftedness can be
accomplished in various ways. Confirmation from
others can sometimes give light to our spiritual
giftedness. Other people who see us serving the Lord
can often identify a spiritual gift in use that we might
take for granted or not recognize. Prayer is also
important. The one person who knows exactly how we
are spiritually gifted is the gift-giver Himself—the
Holy Spirit. We can ask God to show us how we are
gifted in order to better use our spiritual gifts for His
glory.
Yes, God calls some to be teachers and gives them the
gift of teaching. God calls some to be servants and
blesses them with the gift of helps. However,
specifically knowing our spiritual gift does not excuse
us from serving God in areas outside our gifting. Is it
beneficial to know what spiritual gift(s) God has given
us? Of course it is. Is it wrong to focus so much on
spiritual gifts that we miss other opportunities to serve
God? Yes. If we are dedicated to being used by God,
He will equip us with the spiritual gifts we need.

Announcements:
 The church’s new website: www.fcaphila.org also
visit us on Facebook. You can look on the website
for notices of cancelled services due to inclement
weather.

**********************
Reinforce Our Faith
From January, 2014 edition of In Touch Magazine

Scripture reading: Jude 1:20-23
Even though we have already examined some ways in which
we can identify false teachers, it is impossible for us to avoid
this destructive influence completely. Therefore, it is critical
that we reinforce our faith so we’ll be able to stand firm
against the subversive pull of the world. But how can we
build a stronger faith?
First, we must saturate our minds with the holy,
unchanging Word of God. Then the Holy Spirit will
continually refresh our minds and bring new insights as we
develop Christian maturity.
Second, we must commit to pray in the Holy Spirit (Eph.
6:18). We can trust the Spirit to guide us in our prayers,
leading us with regard to what, when, and how to pray.
Third, we must keep ourselves in the love of God. Of
course, we can never fall beyond the scope of divine love,
but we shouldn’t ever take the Lord’s amazing grace for
granted. With that in mind, we need to guard our closeness
with Him, ensuring that we spend uninterrupted time in His
presence.
Fourth, we must await the Lord’s return eagerly. From
the Christian perspective, Jesus’ second coming is the most
anticipated event in history, and we need to keep our eyes on
this goal. The thought that Christ could return at any moment
is a purifying and protective realization for the believer (1
John 3:2-3)….
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The Philadelphia Access Center is a ministry of First Christian Assembly. Our mission is revealing Christ through
compassionate service. Services available at PAC include social services information and referrals, biblical counseling, support
groups, volunteer training, and community outreach. All services are free of charge and available to anyone. To learn more, visit
us in person (across the street from FCA) or online at www.philaccess.org or www.facebook.com/philaccess.

Weekly services /meetings
Sunday

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

FCA
9:45 AM Bible Study
11:00 AM Worship Service & Children’s
Sunday School

7:00 PM Stepping Stones
6:30 PM Prayer (Sanctuary)
7:00 PM Worship (Sanctuary)
6:30 PM Men’s Fraternity (on hiatus)

Thursday
Friday






PAC

1:00 PM Women at the Well
1:00 PM Coram Deo
6:00 PM Prayer Service
7:00 PM Bible Study
7:00 PM Right Path

Coram Deo: A men’s Bible study and Christian fellowship.
Right Path: A Christ centered support and recovery group for people whose lives have been affected by drug and
alcohol addiction. In a warm and friendly atmosphere, we provide loving support and fellowship; in genuine
confidential sharing, coupled with a Biblical twelve step model of recovery.
Stepping Stones: A Christ centered support group for men and women impacted by a loved one’s addiction. In a
warm and friendly atmosphere, we provide loving support, fellowship, confidential sharing, and intercessory prayer.
Women at the Well: This group is Biblically based and promotes hope, healing, and fellowship for women impacted
and struggling with brokenness.

“There are times when solitude is better than society, and silence is wiser than speech. We
should be better Christians if we were more alone, waiting upon God, and gathering through
meditation on His Word spiritual strength for labour in his service. We ought to muse upon
the things of God, because we thus get the real nutriment out of them...”
― Charles H. Spurgeon

PRAYER REQUESTS
 Ministries (present and future) at First Christian Assembly and the
Philadelphia Access Center
 Christians around the world being persecuted for their faith.
 Our supported missionaries
 For our Pastor and his family.

