June 22, 2014

FIRST CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
WELCOME to First Christian Assembly, an independent church whose mission is articulated by Jesus in
Mark 16:15 when he said “…Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature”. Following
this great commission, First Christian Assembly preaches and teaches the gospel of Jesus Christ. In so doing,
we trust that God, working through His Holy
Spirit will draw souls to salvation in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Ministry Highlights

Water Baptism
Water baptism symbolizes the believer’s total trust in, and total
reliance on, the Lord Jesus Christ, as well as a commitment to
live obediently to Him. It also symbolizes unity with, the body of
Christ (Gal 3:27-28). Water baptism expresses this and more, but
it is not salvation, nor an entrance into Christianity. Instead we
are baptized because our Lord commanded it and because we
obey Him. "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit” (Mat 28:19).
Before we are baptized we must come to believe that we are
sinners in need of salvation (Rom 3:23). We must also believe
that Christ died on the cross to atone for our sins, that He was
buried, and that He was resurrected to assure our place in heaven
(1 Cor 15:1-4). We then turn to Jesus, asking Him to forgive our
sins and to be our Lord and Savior, and the moment we do that
we are born again, our eternal salvation is guaranteed, and we
begin to die to ourselves and live for Christ (1 Pet 1:3-5). At this
time we are qualified to be scripturally baptized.
When we submit to baptism, we let ourselves be completely
immersed in the water. This symbolizes burial with our Lord; we
are baptized into His death on the cross and are no longer slaves
to self or sin (Rom 6:3-7). When we are raised out of the water,
we are symbolically resurrected—raised to our new life in Christ
and to be with Him forever, born into the family of our loving
God (Rom 8:16).
The fact that baptism is not a prerequisite for salvation is best
seen in the example of a saved man who was not baptized in
water, the criminal on the cross (Luke 23:39-43). This selfconfessed sinner came to acknowledge Jesus as his Lord while
dying on a cross next to Him, and he asked for salvation and was
forgiven of his sins. Although he never experienced water
baptism, at that moment he was baptized into Christ’s death, and
he then was raised to life by the power of Christ’s word (Heb
1:3).
Christians have been commanded to be baptized, and we should
do so out of obedience to, and love for, our Lord Christ Jesus
(John 14:15).

Announcements:

 Water baptism is scheduled TODAY.
 WELCOME: Neal and Lois Semanision,
FCA supported missionaries to Papua New
Guinea.
 VISIT First Christian Assembly on Facebook.
Listen to messages and see past newsletters on
our website at www.fcaphila.org

**********************
Voice of the Martyrs
Vietnam - Pray for Qhua Ha, a Hmong believer
On April 14, a family of Hmong believers in
Vietnam were beaten and forced from their home.
For months, local authorities and villagers had
pressured Qhua Ha, 37, his wife and their four
children to renounce their faith, but they refused.
After beating the couple and their 9-year-old son,
authorities forced the family to leave, seizing their
home and property, including 10 bags of rice and
125 chickens. Qhua Ha and his wife became
Christians in February 2013 and were the only
Christians in the village. VOM contacts ask for
prayer for Qhua, his wife and their four children,
ages 9, 6, 4 and 1.
Nigeria - Pray for Christians Killed in Two Attacks
Dozens of Christians were killed and many others
injured in two attacks by Boko Haram in Borno
state, Nigeria on June 1 and June 3. On June 1, at
least 27 believers were killed and another 50
severely injured when hundreds of militants invaded
the Christian community of Attagara during church
services. Two days later, Boko Haram militants
disguised as army officials entered the same village
and lured Christians to a supposed meeting about
security problems. All 45 Christians that came to the
meeting were shot to death. Militants also attacked
the north of the village and some surrounding
Christian communities, killing dozens of women and
children who tried to flee into the hills.
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The Philadelphia Access Center is a ministry of First Christian Assembly. Our mission is revealing Christ through
compassionate service. Services available at PAC include social services information and referrals, biblical counseling, support
groups, volunteer training, and community outreach. All services are free of charge and available to anyone. To learn more, visit
us in person (across the street from FCA) or online at www.philaccess.org or www.facebook.com/philaccess.

Weekly services /meetings
FCA
9:45 AM Bible Study
11:00 AM Worship Service & Children’s
Sunday School

Sunday

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

7:00 PM Stepping Stones
6:30 PM Prayer (Sanctuary)
7:00 PM Worship (Sanctuary)
6:30 PM Men’s Fraternity (on hiatus)

Thursday





1:00 PM Women at the Well
1:00 PM Coram Deo
6:00 PM Prayer Service
7:00 PM Bible Study
7:00 PM Right Path

Friday



PAC

Coram Deo: A men’s Bible study and Christian fellowship.
Right Path: A Christ centered support and recovery group for people whose lives have been affected by drug and
alcohol addiction. In a warm and friendly atmosphere, we provide loving support and fellowship; in genuine
confidential sharing, coupled with a Biblical twelve step model of recovery.
Stepping Stones: A Christ centered support group for men and women impacted by a loved one’s addiction. In a
warm and friendly atmosphere, we provide loving support, fellowship, confidential sharing, and intercessory prayer.
Women at the Well: This group is Biblically based and promotes hope, healing, and fellowship for women impacted
and struggling with brokenness.

Looking Ahead
 A church picnic is being planned for Saturday September 20, 2014, 12 Noon to 5:00 PM.
Details will follow. See Gloria if you are interested in attending.

PRAYER REQUESTS
 Ministries (present and future) at First Christian Assembly and the
Philadelphia Access Center
 Christians around the world being persecuted for their faith.
 Our supported missionaries
 For our Pastor and his family.
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