March 15, 2015

FIRST CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
WELCOME to First Christian Assembly, an independent church whose mission is articulated by Jesus in
Mark 16:15 when he said “…Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature”. Following
this great commission, First Christian Assembly preaches and teaches the gospel of Jesus Christ. In so doing,
we trust that God, working through His Holy Spirit
will draw souls to salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Ministry Highlights

Spiritual warfare
Ephesians 6:13-18 gives a description of the spiritual armor God
gives us. We are to stand firm with the belt of truth, the
breastplate of righteousness, the gospel of peace, the shield of
faith, the helmet of salvation, the sword of the Spirit, and by
praying in the Spirit. What do these pieces of spiritual armor
represent in spiritual warfare? We are to speak the truth against
Satan’s lies. We are to rest in the fact that we are declared
righteous because of Christ’s sacrifice for us. We are to proclaim
the gospel no matter how much resistance we receive. We are not
to waver in our faith, no matter how strongly we are attacked.
Our ultimate defense is the assurance we have of our salvation, an
assurance that no spiritual force can take away. Our offensive
weapon is the Word of God, not our own opinions and feelings.
We are to follow Jesus’ example in recognizing that some
spiritual victories are only possible through prayer.
Jesus is our ultimate example for spiritual warfare. Observe how
Jesus handled direct attacks from Satan when He was tempted by
him in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11). Each temptation was
answered the same way—with the words “It is written.” Jesus
knew the Word of the living God is the most powerful weapon
against the temptations of the devil. If Jesus Himself used the
Word to counter the devil, do we dare to use anything less?
The ultimate example of how not to engage in spiritual warfare is
the seven sons of Sceva.” (Acts 19:13-16). The seven sons of
Sceva were using Jesus’ name. That is not enough. The seven
sons of Sceva did not have a relationship with Jesus; therefore,
their words were void of any power or authority. The seven sons
of Sceva were relying on a methodology. They were not relying
on Jesus as their Lord and Savior, and they were not employing
the Word of God in their spiritual warfare. As a result, they
received a humiliating beating. May we learn from their bad
example and conduct spiritual warfare as the Bible instructs.

Announcements:
 Both Fellowships are at 6:30 on Monday,
3/23. The men will meet @ FCA and the
women will meet at Gloria Melloni’s
house. Men and women please let
Dominic C. or Gloria F., respectively,
know if you will be attending.
 You Are Invited to the Philadelphia
Access Center's Seventh Annual
Fundraising Banquet, Friday, April 10,
2015 from 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM. Doors
open at 6:30 PM; silent auction checkout
at 9:30 PM. Free parking in the IATSE
Ballroom lot adjacent to the building.
Please contact PAC to purchase tickets by
March 20.
*****************************

Missionaries- Papua, New Guinea
Sometimes so many things are going on I
wonder what to share?
Well, recently there has been so much rain.
At Polga where I go weekly to share a Bible
story with the preschool children, there was a
big flood and 7 people were killed. It seems a
6 meter high wall of water came down from
the mountain in the river bed and did the
damage. I was able to go to the house cry and
to speak to the group assembled there,
challenging them to put their trust in Jesus so
they themselves would be ready if it was their
turn to die. Three who died were children in
the preschool. The week before the accident, I
had shared with the children that Jesus was
knocking at their heart's door and they could
invite Him into their lives
Neal's Mom turned 90 this month and has
some serious health problems. She is in the
hospital with pneumonia awaiting news. She
loves Jesus and is ready to go home.
Thank you for praying for us as we serve here.
Lois
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The Philadelphia Access Center is a ministry of First Christian Assembly. Our mission is revealing Christ through
compassionate service. Services available at PAC include social services information and referrals, biblical counseling, support
groups, volunteer training, and community outreach. All services are free of charge and available to anyone. To learn more, visit
us in person (across the street from FCA) or online at www.philaccess.org or www.facebook.com/philaccess.

Weekly services /meetings
FCA
9:45 AM Bible Study
11:00 AM Worship Service & Children’s
Sunday School

Sunday

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

7:00 PM Stepping Stones
6:30 PM Prayer (Sanctuary)
7:00 PM Worship (Sanctuary)
6:30 PM Men’s Fraternity (on hiatus)

Thursday





1:00 PM Women at the Well
1:00 PM Coram Deo
6:00 PM Prayer Service
7:00 PM Bible Study
7:00 PM Right Path

Friday



PAC

Coram Deo: A men’s Bible study and Christian fellowship.
Right Path: A Christ centered support and recovery group for people whose lives have been affected by drug and
alcohol addiction. In a warm and friendly atmosphere, we provide loving support and fellowship; in genuine
confidential sharing, coupled with a Biblical twelve step model of recovery.
Stepping Stones: A Christ centered support group for men and women impacted by a loved one’s addiction. In a
warm and friendly atmosphere, we provide loving support, fellowship, confidential sharing, and intercessory prayer.
Women at the Well: This group is Biblically based and promotes hope, healing, and fellowship for women impacted
and struggling with brokenness.

PRAYER REQUESTS
 Ministries (present and future) at First Christian Assembly and the Philadelphia Access
Center
 Christians around the world being persecuted for their faith.
 Our supported missionaries
 For our Pastor and his family.

This and That
From: Voice of the Martyrs
Mar. 06, 2015 | Mexico: Pray for Pastor Antonio Cruz Rodas, Threatened for Preaching
Local authorities in Chiapas, Mexico, recently issued an official warning to Pastor Antonio Cruz Rodas,
ordering him to stop evangelizing in the area. Pastor Rodas has also received death threats. Authorities issued
the pastor a document reading, "Today we strongly state total prohibition of access to people that profess any
religion different than the one in our community." Most people in the area practice "folk Catholicism," a
syncretistic blend of Catholicism and indigenous practices. Pastor Rodas says he is not afraid of being killed,
and VOM contacts have asked that we pray for his continued ministry in this hostile area. Three families in the
area have come to faith in Christ, and the pastor has planted two churches in communities similar to this one.
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