October 30, 2016

FIRST CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
WELCOME to First Christian Assembly, an independent church whose mission is articulated by Jesus in
Mark 16:15 when he said “…Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature”. Following
this great commission, First Christian Assembly preaches and teaches the gospel of Jesus Christ. In so doing,
we trust that God, working through His Holy
Spirit will draw souls to salvation in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Ministry Highlights

Law vs. grace
Romans 10:4, says: "Christ is the end of the law so that there may
be righteousness for everyone who believes," The apostle Paul
clarifies the effects of original sin in Romans 2:12, stating "All
who sin apart from the law will perish apart from the law, and all
who sin under the law will be judged by the law." All men stand
condemned before God, whether they have the Law of God or not.
Paul also states "For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God" (Romans 3:23).
The Law is the issue that has to be dealt with in order to bring us
into a right relationship with God. "Know that a man is not
justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we,
too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by
faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing
the law no one will be justified" (Galatians 2:16). This passage
reveals that the Law cannot justify or make righteous any man in
God’s sight, which is why God sent His Son to completely fulfill
the requirements of the Law for all those who would ever believe
in Him.
Christ Jesus redeemed us from the curse that has been brought
through the law by becoming a curse for us (Galatians 3:13). He
substituted Himself in our place and upon the cross took the
punishment that is justly ours so that we are no longer under the
curse of the Law. In doing so, He fulfilled and upheld the
requirements of the Law. This does not mean that Christians are to
be lawless, as some advocate today. Rather, it means that we are
free from the Mosaic Law and instead under the law of Christ,
which is to love God with all of our being and to love our
neighbors as we love ourselves.
Christ became the end of the Law by virtue of what He did on
earth through His sinless life and His sacrifice on the cross. So,
the Law no longer has any bearing over us because its demands
have been fully met in the Lord Jesus Christ. Faith in Christ who
satisfied the righteous demands of the Law restores us into a
pleasing relationship with God and keeps us there. No longer
under the penalty of the Law, we now live under the law of grace
in the love of God.

www.fcaphila.org

Announcements:
 We are collecting for Operation
Christmas Child. The last day for the
collection will be Tuesday, Nov. 1. The
shoebox packing party will be held on
Monday, Nov. 14. For more
information, see Gloria Felicione.
**********************

Missionaries – Afghanistan
John Koehler
Life as of late has been challenging. First
housing: I lost one apt. after some recent
explosions as the owner was then afraid to rent
to me as a foreigner. But the biggest issue has
been my singleness. Afghan culture sees a
male living alone as quite strange. Men
typically live with their families until they
marry. Anyone who does not is suspect; you
must then be having prostitutes or you will
prey on other men’s wives.
But this week I found an apt. (I think :)). The
owners are ok with me being single and living
as a single. The best part; the owners are ok
with me because of their long relationship with
our organization and the leadership school I
taught in. As soon as they heard that, they said,
“Oh you are a man of integrity whom we can
trust and we would definitely want to rent to
you!” That also reflects on the values of this
school which is run by like minded people and
teaches biblical principles of leadership.
See John’s prayer requests on back page.
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(PAC) Philadelphia Access Center, 1832 S. 11th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19148
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215-389-1985

The Philadelphia Access Center is a ministry of First Christian Assembly. Our mission is revealing Christ through
compassionate service. Services available at PAC include social services information and referrals, biblical counseling, support
groups, volunteer training, and community outreach. All services are free of charge and available to anyone. To learn more, visit
us in person (across the street from FCA) or online at www.philaccess.org or www.facebook.com/philaccess.

Weekly services /meetings
FCA
9:45 AM Bible Study
11:00 AM Worship Service & Children’s
Sunday School

Sunday

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

7:00 PM Stepping Stones
6:30 PM Prayer (Sanctuary)
7:00 PM Worship (Sanctuary)
6:30 PM Men’s Fraternity (on a hiatus)

Thursday

1:00 PM Women at the Well
1:00 PM Coram Deo
6:00 PM Prayer Service
7:00 PM Bible Study
7:00 PM Right Path

Friday



PAC

Coram Deo: A men’s Bible study and Christian fellowship.
Right Path: A Christ centered support and recovery group for people whose lives have been affected by drug and
alcohol addiction. In a warm and friendly atmosphere, we provide loving support and fellowship; in genuine
confidential sharing, coupled with a Biblical twelve step model of recovery.
Stepping Stones: A Christ centered support group for men and women impacted by a loved one’s addiction. In a
warm and friendly atmosphere, we provide loving support, fellowship, confidential sharing, and intercessory prayer.
Women at the Well: This group is Biblically based and promotes hope, healing, and fellowship for women impacted
and struggling with brokenness.




PRAYER REQUESTS
 Ministries (present and future) at First Christian Assembly and the Philadelphia Access Center
 Christians around the world being persecuted for their faith.
 Our supported missionaries
 For our Pastor and his family.

John Koehler’s Prayer Requests:





That I can actually move into the new apt. the beginning of Nov.
That we will be able to start a small business as well as find a location to start a small rehab.
Security in Kabul and Afghanistan
My teaching in a leadership school this week.
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