FIRST CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY

August 20, 2017

WELCOME to First Christian Assembly, an independent church whose mission is articulated by Jesus in
Mark 16:15 when he said “…Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature”. Following
this great commission, First Christian Assembly preaches and teaches the gospel of Jesus Christ. In so doing,
we trust that God, working through His
Holy Spirit will draw souls to salvation
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Missionary Highlights

Tree of Life

India

The tree of life, mentioned in the books of Genesis and
Revelation, is a life-giving tree created to enhance and
perpetually sustain the physical life of humanity. After
Adam and Eve’s sin: “The LORD God said, ‘The man has
now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must
not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the
tree of life and eat, and live forever’” (Gen 3:22). In his
disobedience, Adam lost his eternal life. The tree of life in
Eden must have had some role to play in maintaining the
life of Adam and Eve. Adam would “live forever,” even in
his fallen condition, if he had eaten the tree of life after his
sin. God placed a sword-wielding cherub at the entrance to
the garden specifically “to guard the way to the tree of
life”. It seems access to the tree of life would have
prolonged Adam’s physical life indefinitely, dooming him
to an eternity in a cursed world.
It was mercy that God kept us from the tree of life. By
barring access to the tree of life, God showed compassion
in His omniscience. Knowing that, because of sin, earthly
life would be filled with sorrow and toil, God graciously
limited the number of years men would live. To live
eternally in a sinful state would mean endless agony for
humanity, with no hope of the relief that comes with death.
By limiting our lifespan, God gives us enough time to come
to know Him and His provision for eternal life through
Christ but spares us the misery of an endless existence in a
sinful condition.
In His great love, God provided One who would redeem
fallen mankind. Through one man, Adam, sin entered the
world, but through another Man, Jesus Christ, redemption
through the forgiveness of sin is available to all (Rom
5:17). Those who avail themselves of the sacrifice of Christ
on the cross will be resurrected to see the tree of life again,
for it stands in the middle of the Holy City, the New
Jerusalem, where it bears “twelve crops of fruit, yielding its
fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the
healing of the nations” (Rev 22:2). In the eternal state, the
curse will be no more, access to the tree of life will be
reinstated, and darkness will be forever banished. Eden will
be restored.

The Church thrives under persecution
1. Not Alone:- After the unrest against our
evangelism activities, things started to settle in… By
the way you prayed, supported and encouraged, I felt
that I was not alone. Prayers brought amazing result.
Thank you so much!
2. Growth after persecution:- History repeats.
Church grows through persecution. Yesterday four
people received baptism and joined the body of
Christ (Two Hindus and two Catholics). Jesus who
said, “I will build my church” is using us to be His
hands, feet and mouth to carry out the Great
commission. Praise be to God.
3. Miscarriage: Me and my wife were expecting
another child, but my wife had miscarriage. It is sad
while we very much wanted another baby. Suni is on
bed rest. My mother-in-law stays with us to help.
Please keep Suni in your prayers.
4. US Visit:- I am set to visit USA from September
19 to October 16. It is my joy to connect with my
friends and partners personally to share my heart and
first hand experiences from the mission field. Please
let me know if you like to have me in your home,
small groups, church etc.

God bless you. Love to hearing from you. From
the mission field of India: Binu John
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The Philadelphia Access Center is a ministry of First Christian Assembly. Our mission is revealing Christ through
compassionate service. Services available at PAC include social services information and referrals, biblical counseling, support
groups, volunteer training, and community outreach. All services are free of charge and available to anyone. To learn more, visit
us in person (across the street from FCA) or online at www.philaccess.org or www.facebook.com/philaccess.

Weekly services /meetings
Meets at FCA
9:45 AM Bible Study – Phila -location
10:00 AM South Jersey Worship Service
11:00 AM Phila Location Worship Service
& Children’s Sunday School

Sunday

Monday
Tuesday

7:00 PM Stepping Stones
6:30 PM Prayer (Sanctuary)
7:00 PM Worship (Fellowship area)

Wednesday

1:00 PM Women at the Well
1:00 PM Coram Deo

Thursday

6:00 PM Prayer Service
7:00 PM Bible Study
7:00 PM Right Path (on a hiatus)

Friday
•
•
•
•

Meets at PAC

Coram Deo: A men’s Bible study and Christian fellowship.
Right Path: A Christ centered support and recovery group for people whose lives have been affected by drug and
alcohol addiction. In a warm and friendly atmosphere, we provide loving support and fellowship; in genuine
confidential sharing, coupled with a Biblical twelve step model of recovery.
Stepping Stones: A Christ centered support group for men and women impacted by a loved one’s addiction. In a
warm and friendly atmosphere, we provide loving support, fellowship, confidential sharing, and intercessory prayer.
Women at the Well: This group is Biblically based and promotes hope, healing, and fellowship for women impacted
and struggling with brokenness.

PRAYER REQUESTS
▪ Ministries at First Christian (Phila.& NJ) and the Philadelphia Access Center
▪ Christians around the world being persecuted for their faith
▪ Our supported missionaries
▪ For our Pastor and his family
▪ Paula Grazulis

" [Rev 2:7] He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give
to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise
of God. - Jesus
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