FIRST CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
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WELCOME to First Christian Assembly, an independent church whose mission is articulated by Jesus in
Mark 16:15 when he said “…Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature”. Following
this great commission, First Christian Assembly preaches and teaches the gospel of Jesus Christ. In so doing,
we trust that God, working through His
Holy Spirit will draw souls to salvation
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Duplicating Disciples
If someone asks, "What is a Disciple?'' most of us think of
12 men following Jesus down a dusty road wearing some
sweaty sandals. We imagine them hanging out with Jesus
and listening to his teachings, nothing more than props in a
play. The truth is discipleship is so much more. Yes, a
disciple is a student of the master. And yes, the follower is
the back drop to the main act. So then what is the ‘so much
more’ part, you ask? Duplication!
The command for a disciple of Jesus to duplicate is clearly
given in Matt 28:19-20 which contains what has come to
be called the Great Commission: “Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of
the age.” Jesus gave this command to the apostles shortly
before He ascended into heaven, and it essentially outlines
what Jesus expected the apostles, and those who followed
them, to do in His absence.
It is interesting that in the original Greek, the only specific
command in Matt 28:19-20 is “make disciples.” The Great
Commission instructs us to make disciples while we are
going throughout the world and while we are going about
our daily activities. How are we to make disciples? By
baptizing them and teaching them all that Jesus
commanded. “Make disciples” is the command of the
Great Commission. In other words “Duplication”
Many understand Acts 1:8 as part of the Great
Commission as well, “But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.” The Great Commission is
enabled by the power of the Holy Spirit. We are to be
Christ's witnesses, fulfilling our Commission in our cities
(Jerusalem), in our states and countries (Judea and
Samaria), and anywhere else God sends us (the ends of the
earth).

Small Church Evangelism retains
most converts
A study published by LifeWay Research has found that
small evangelical churches that make a strong effort to
evangelize and share the message of Jesus Christ with
non-believers retain the most Christian converts.
"The phone survey of 1,500 pastors of small churches evangelical and black Protestant congregations of 250 or
fewer - asked how many converts each church had in the
last 12 months and whether those converts stayed with the
church after they came to faith," the study explained.
"Researchers then compared the 20 percent of churches
with the most retained converts (11.7 or more per 100
attendees) to the 50 percent with the fewest retained
converts (5.56 or fewer per 100 attendees)."
The findings noted that among those with the most
retained converts, 93 percent indicated that their church
shares the Gospel with unchurched people at least every
six months.
Another 92 percent of pastors said that they constantly
hear church members talking about their evangelistic
conversations and sharing their faith with non-Christians.
Sixty-eight percent of pastors at such churches also
offered classes for new attenders at least every six
months; 66 percent asked others to make a commitment to
Jesus on a weekly basis; and 57 percent shared their faith
with a non-Christian outside the church at least once a
week.
Researchers also listed the No. 1 predictive factor by
noting: "Churches with more converts tended to attract
and keep more unchurched people. Pastors of churches
with the most retained converts were more likely (35
percent) to say half of their congregation used to be
unchurched. That dropped to 18 percent for churches with
the fewest retained converts."
(Zaimov, "Small Churches That Evangelize, Share the
Gospel With Non-Believers Retain Most Converts,"
ChristianPost Online, August 29, 2017).
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The Philadelphia Access Center is a ministry of First Christian Assembly. Our mission is revealing Christ through
compassionate service. Services available at PAC include social services information and referrals, biblical counseling, support
groups, volunteer training, and community outreach. All services are free of charge and available to anyone. To learn more, visit
us in person (across the street from FCA) or online at www.philaccess.org or www.facebook.com/philaccess.

Weekly services /meetings
Meets at FCA
9:45 AM Bible Study – Phila -location
10:00 AM South Jersey Worship Service
11:00 AM Phila Location Worship Service
& Children’s Sunday School

Sunday

Monday
Tuesday

7:00 PM Stepping Stones
6:30 PM Prayer (Sanctuary)
7:00 PM Worship (Fellowship area)

Wednesday

1:00 PM Women at the Well
1:00 PM Coram Deo

Thursday

6:00 PM Prayer Service
7:00 PM Bible Study
7:00 PM Right Path (on a hiatus)

Friday
•
•
•
•

Meets at PAC

Coram Deo: A men’s Bible study and Christian fellowship.
Right Path: A Christ centered support and recovery group for people whose lives have been affected by drug and
alcohol addiction. In a warm and friendly atmosphere, we provide loving support and fellowship; in genuine
confidential sharing, coupled with a Biblical twelve step model of recovery.
Stepping Stones: A Christ centered support group for men and women impacted by a loved one’s addiction. In a
warm and friendly atmosphere, we provide loving support, fellowship, confidential sharing, and intercessory prayer.
Women at the Well: This group is Biblically based and promotes hope, healing, and fellowship for women impacted
and struggling with brokenness.

PRAYER REQUESTS
▪ Ministries at First Christian (Phila.& NJ) and the Philadelphia Access Center
▪ Christians around the world being persecuted for their faith
▪ Our supported missionaries
▪ For our Pastor and his family
▪ Paula Grazulis

“Whatever

we do, we must not treat the Great Commission like it's

the Great Suggestion.” ― Charles R. Swindoll.
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