March 25, 2018

FIRST CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
WELCOME to First Christian Assembly, an independent church whose mission is articulated by Jesus in
Mark 16:15 when he said “…Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature”. Following
this great commission, First Christian Assembly preaches and teaches the gospel of Jesus Christ. In so doing,
we trust that God, working through His
Holy Spirit will draw souls to salvation
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Be of good Cheer

Triumphal Entry
The triumphal entry is that of Jesus coming into Jerusalem on
what we know as Palm Sunday, the Sunday before the
crucifixion (John 12:1, 12). The story of the triumphal entry is
one of the few incidents in the life of Jesus which appears in all
four Gospel accounts. On that day, Jesus rode into Jerusalem on
the back of a borrowed donkey’s colt, one that had never been
ridden before. The disciples spread their cloaks on the donkey
for Jesus to sit on, and the multitudes came out to welcome Him,
laying before Him their cloaks and the branches of palm trees.
The people hailed and praised Him as the “King who comes in
the name of the Lord”.
Jesus’ purpose in riding into Jerusalem was to make public His
claim to be their Messiah and King of Israel in fulfillment of Old
Testament prophecy. Matthew says that the King coming on the
foal of a donkey was an exact fulfillment of Zec 9:9. Jesus rides
into His capital city as a conquering King and is hailed by the
people as such, in the manner of the day. He receives the
worship and praise of the people because only He deserves it.
Jesus was openly declaring to the people that He was their King
and the Messiah they had been waiting for.
Unfortunately, the celebration was not to last. The crowds
looked for a Messiah who would rescue them politically and free
them nationally, but Jesus had come to save them spiritually.
First things first, and mankind’s primary need is spiritual, not
political, cultural, or national salvation.
Even as the coatless multitudes waved the palm branches and
shouted for joy, they missed the true reason for Jesus’ presence.
They could neither see nor understand the cross. That’s why, “as
[Jesus] approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it
and said, ‘If you, even you, had only known on this day what
would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes.
The days will come upon you when your enemies . . . will not
leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the
time of God’s coming to you” (Luke 19:41–47). It is a tragic
thing to see the Savior but not recognize Him for who He is. The
crowds who were crying out “Hosanna!” on Palm Sunday were
crying out “Crucify Him!” later that week (Matt 27:22–23).
There is coming a day when every knee will bow and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord (Phil 2:10–11- Rev 7:9).
The worship will be real then. If Jesus has made a triumphal
entry into our hearts, He reigns there in peace and love. As His
followers, we should exhibit those same qualities, and the world
will see the true King living and reigning in triumph in us.

Right after I believed God's message, it all seemed so
clear and logical that I didn't anticipate the major
trials and troubles that awaited me because of my
newfound faith. But I quickly learned the reality of
what Jesus told the people of Nazareth (the area
where He grew up as a boy): "Only in his hometown
and in his own house is a prophet without
honor." (Matt. 13:57)
Not only did my father, my uncle, my brothers and
my friends do their best to make light of Jesus' death
on the cross for our sins, but they also harassed me in
a number of ways, finally excluding me from the
family, putting me out of the house. It was painfully
difficult for me to be rejected by my own family like
this. It was not what I wanted. They are the ones who
put me out-simply because of my faith in Christ.
When folks speak of Islam as a religion of truth,
peace and love, I ask myself how that can be-if it
cannot even tolerate those who sincerely believe in
the One about whom all the prophets wrote?
By the grace of my Lord, I have overcome all these
hostilities about which Jesus warned us. He said, "All
men will hate you because of me. ...In this world you
will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome
the world." (Luke 21:17; John 16:33)
In all these circumstances, God has taken care of me
and has taught me many important lessons which
have been a necessary part of my own spiritual
growth. I have now been walking with the Lord for
17 years. What a privilege! Also, God has graciously
been using me as He desires in His service for His
glory alone.
--Testimony of a former Muslim from Africa (name
withheld for safety). (Berean Call 3-20-2018)
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The Philadelphia Access Center is a ministry of First Christian Assembly. Our mission is revealing Christ through
compassionate service. Services available at PAC include social services, information and referrals, biblical counseling, support
groups, volunteer training, and community outreach. All services are free of charge and available to anyone. To learn more, visit
us in person (across the street from FCA) or online at www.philaccess.org or www.facebook.com/philaccess.

Weekly services /meetings
Meets at FCA
9:45 AM Bible Study – Phila -location
10:00 AM South Jersey Worship Service
11:00 AM Phila Location Worship Service
& Children’s Sunday School

Sunday

Monday
Tuesday

7:00 PM Stepping Stones
6:30 PM Prayer (Sanctuary)
7:00 PM Discipleship Training (Fellowship
area)

Wednesday

1:00 PM Women at the Well
1:00 PM Coram Deo

Thursday

6:00 PM Prayer Service
7:00 PM Bible Study
7:00 PM Free Indeed

Friday
•
•
•
•

Meets at PAC

Coram Deo: A men’s Bible study and Christian fellowship.
Free Indeed; Is a Spirit led Men’s Fellowship that emphasizes godly counsel, leading to spiritual growth, healing and
deliverance.
Stepping Stones: A Christ centered support group for men and women impacted by a loved one’s addiction. In a
warm and friendly atmosphere, we provide loving support, fellowship, confidential sharing, and intercessory prayer.
Women at the Well: This group is Biblically based and promotes hope, healing, and fellowship for women impacted
and struggling with brokenness.

PRAYER REQUESTS
▪ Ministries at First Christian (Phila.& NJ) and the Philadelphia Access Center
▪ Christians around the world being persecuted for their faith
▪ Our supported missionaries
▪ For our Pastor and his family
▪ Paula Grazulis
▪ Easter Oureach

"Lord, we lift up your name. With hearts full of praise; Be exalted, O
Lord my God! Hosanna in the highest!" - Carl Tuttle
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