July 1, 2018

FIRST CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
WELCOME to First Christian Assembly, an independent church whose mission is articulated by Jesus in
Mark 16:15 when he said “…Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature”. Following
this great commission, First Christian Assembly preaches and teaches the gospel of Jesus Christ. In so doing,
we trust that God, working through His
Holy Spirit will draw souls to salvation
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Missionary Update
India

Infant Baptism?
There is much confusion about baptism in the various Christian
denominations. However, this is not a result of the Bible
presenting a confusing message on baptism. The Bible is
abundantly clear of what baptism is, who it is for, and what it
accomplishes. In the Bible, only believers who had placed their
faith in Christ were baptized - as a public testimony of their faith
and identification with Him (Acts 2:38; Romans 6:3-4). Water
baptism by immersion is a step of obedience after faith in Christ.
It is a proclamation of faith in Christ, a statement of submission
to Him, and an identification with His death, burial, and
resurrection.
With this in view, infant baptism is not a Biblical practice. An
infant cannot place his or her faith in Christ. An infant cannot
make a conscious decision to obey Christ. An infant cannot
understand what water baptism symbolizes. The Bible does not
record any infants being baptized. Infant baptism is the origin of
the sprinkling and pouring methods of baptism - as it is unwise
and unsafe to immerse an infant under water. Even the method
of infant baptism fails to agree with the Bible. How does
pouring or sprinkling illustrate the death, burial, and resurrection
of Jesus Christ?
Baptism does not save a person. It does not matter if you were
baptized by immersion, pouring, or sprinkling - if you have not
first trusted in Christ for salvation, baptism (no matter the
method) is meaningless and useless. Water baptism by
immersion is a step of obedience to be done after salvation as a
public profession of faith in Christ and identification with Him.
Infant baptism does not fit the Biblical definition of baptism or
the Biblical method of baptism.
If Christian parents wish to dedicate their child to Christ, then a
baby dedication service is entirely appropriate. However, even if
infants are dedicated to the Lord, when they grow up they will
still have to make a personal decision to believe in Jesus Christ
in order to be saved.

I do not want to skip updating this! On 2nd of June I was able to
baptize another three people. Two of them from Hindu families.
What excites me is to watch the ongoing impact of Vacation
Bible School (VBS).
Amy, (name changed for security reasons) attended the recent
VBS for the first time in her life. Raised up in Hindu home, she
never had a chance to know Jesus. After attending VBS, Amy
dedicated her life to Jesus and eventually she understood the
need of water baptism. While her mother agreed to Amy’s
decision, her father told her, “I will break your leg if you go.”
Amy was scared! I did not know what to do. This issue will put
my life also on the line!! I said Amy to pray. After few days she
came to me and said, “I want to proceed with my decision, No
turning back.”
To make the long story short, secretly I baptized Amy along
with two others. Amy’s prayer is that her whole family (father,
mother and her little brother) also will come to know the truth
and accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior. I still believe the
seeds we planted in kids will continue to bring forth results just
like Amy. I can’t thank you enough for making such positive
impact possible by your sincere prayers and generous giving.
Construction Update:- Though we don’t have full fund readily
available, we started the work by faith and it progresses well. I
want to thank you so very much for responding to our needs and
partnering with this building project so far. We still need about
$80 thousand to complete the construction.
Please do share our needs with your mission minded friends,
families, churches or small groups. Any size of your sacrificial
gifts will go a long way in making an impact in India. Praying
for you. Sincerely thanking you for your share in our
evangelism activities in India. God bless you and make His face
shine upon you.
Your fellow brother in Christ’s vineyard,
Binu John
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First Christian Assembly,
1900 S. 11th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19148
First Christian So Jersey,
1960 Delsea Drive, Sewell, NJ 08080
Philadelphia Access Center, 1832 S. 11th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19148

215-389-6721
215-389-1985

The Philadelphia Access Center is a ministry of First Christian Assembly. Our mission is revealing Christ through
compassionate service. Services available at PAC include social services information and referrals, biblical counseling, support
groups, volunteer training, and community outreach. All services are free of charge and available to anyone. To learn more, visit
us in person (across the street from FCA) or online at www.philaccess.org or www.facebook.com/philaccess.

Weekly services /meetings
Meets at FCA
9:45 AM Bible Study – Phila -location
10:00 AM South Jersey Worship Service
11:00 AM Phila Location Worship Service
& Children’s Sunday School

Sunday

Monday
Tuesday

7:00 PM Stepping Stones
6:30 PM Prayer (Sanctuary)
7:00 PM Discipleship class (Fellowship hall)

Wednesday

1:00 PM Women at the Well
1:00 PM Coram Deo

Thursday

6:00 PM Prayer Service
7:00 PM Bible Study
7:00 PM Free Indeed

Friday
•
•
•
•

Meets at PAC

Coram Deo: A men’s Bible study and Christian fellowship.
Free Indeed; Is a Spirit led Men’s Fellowship that emphasizes godly counsel, leading to spiritual growth, healing and
deliverance.
Stepping Stones: A Christ centered support group for men and women impacted by a loved one’s addiction. In a
warm and friendly atmosphere, we provide loving support, fellowship, confidential sharing, and intercessory prayer.
Women at the Well: This group is Biblically based and promotes hope, healing, and fellowship for women impacted
and struggling with brokenness.

PRAYER REQUESTS
▪ Ministries at First Christian (Phila.& NJ) and the Philadelphia Access Center
▪ Christians around the world being persecuted for their faith
▪ Our supported missionaries
▪ For our Pastor and his family
▪ Paula Grazulis

“Train up a child in the way he should go- but be sure you go that
way yourself.” - Charles Spurgeon
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